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'ﬂieﬁmuﬂmﬂmplulﬂmnimufﬂl&“fMqumlmntdwﬂm
of Section 97.113{a}3) of the Commission’s rles” to penmnit hospitals sceking
pcereditmion frorn the Joint Comuonission (formerly the Jeint Commission on
Avereditation of Healthorre Organizetions) to ntilize Amateur Radio opemtions as part of
emergsncy proparedness drills between now and the relesss of a fimal onber in responee to
the upcoming Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that will consider revisions to this Fection,

T order 10 Géctane the health of oyr eitizens and ensurg preparedness in tinyes of
" naHonal erisis, hospiteks have omg participated in a diverse arey of emerpency
preparedness grills. Indeed, the Joint Commission bes adopted Accreditation Standards
ﬂmmmmmnmwwmﬁm"wummm-
hospital will communicate during emergencies.” Porsuent to this standend, the hoppltal
ronsl establish "backup commumications processes end technologies (ﬁrmmph,ull
plxmes, lamdbines, tolletin boands, fex machines, satellite phomes, Amatess Radio, text
messapes) 10 communioate easantial indormetion if priocary somennicstions systema

*-The AFLA i the nasional arpamiration representing eppronimately 5,000 hosplmls snd healts care
petworks.

47 CRR. §57.113a)(3) (pobiiting smatenr racin stabions frem mamemiting commimicstions “m which
the station lotoses o comtrol oparicon has a pecundary inkenest, including communications on bekall of an
employer). AHA comtinues b bafive thet (he nee of Amateur Radio operaticos at pen of emergency
WHWMMWMMMMMWWHM-EM
!‘Hlﬁ{l} P wee Publio Notioe, D4 09-2239 ONTRPSHSEMER Oot 20, 2000 {#Public Motios™).

* Sae Joint Coupnisdon Steadend EM.02.02 01, The Inint Comvrdeaion s aocpedited hoapitals for mone
thim SO yeirt ind rdy & secnedits spproscinaiely 4,230 peneral chitne s, lemg tenm asuee. pavchintrie,
wehatHlimchon and morgionl gpecialry hoapitals, and aparedies 358 oritiog] aosess boapiiale mamtsining o
mmdhhmmhhmmmmhﬂmdﬁm&m
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fail ™ Standard EM.03.01.08 réquires hospitals to test their Bmergency Operations Phan
twice snaually and skipulates thay the testing drills must “incorporate likely dissster
mmaﬂmuﬂuwﬂmhumhltnwﬂmmhmdhngnfmm,m
and asnets. . . ™ Thua, 1f 8 hospital plans on viflizing Amateur Radio es a backop
communicitions socres during a disaster pursaant to Standard EMLOZ.02.01, ft must
conduict at least two emergency drills anmmslly ntiliving Amatesr Rsdio.

Based on the foregoing, we beliowe that it would advance the public intercst to
grant hospitals graking Toint Corvmdasion accreditation a blankost weiver that wonld
parmil the nee of Amateuwr Radio opesrations during emergsacy drills condonated porsnsnt
to the Joint Comumesion’s gnidelines. Good canse exists fbr granting the waiver request’
brecemse it wonld facdlitte bospital accreditation and wounld cnmure thet commmunications
run smoothly during an actual emergency, Abwent a prant of the blankst waivar, the'
Commissipn and hoppitals will be foreed to prepare, fils ond process 2 raft of waiver
requests froon hospimls that need to incorporete Amatenr Radio opermtions inse their
emerpency drifls for sooreditation end eonorgency preparedmess porposes. Thug, a
blanket sufhorization would be fur imore effective and efficient at advancing the public
interest than individoalizet waiver reqmests from mumerous hoxpitals. In light of the
Commission’s and hospitals” shared inierest in reliable commounicstions in iimes of crisis,
the Comrigkicm should gramt the Waiver prompilly.

Morzover, pramt of the waiver réquest ie comsistemt with the puposs of the
Amateur Radio rules and would serve the public imterest.? Onc of the core principles
behind the crcation of the Amateur Radic Service wes the "riccognition and
ephanoement of the value of ematewr service to fhe public as a vohmtary non-commarciel
WEMWIMM-*MMHWW
commmicalions The rules expresshy permit an smateur radio station “to use aoy
mmunt‘mdmm.mummumatmdupnul to provide sosomtial cormmyunicetions
dwmgmn:ynm Waiving the rules necessary to permit Amatenr Radio aperators to
participate In hozphtale’ emergency preparedness drills cooducted puormzane to the Jolat
Commission's guidelines is oomgigtent with these objectives,

Further, conbrary o the interpretation set forth in the Public Notics, AHA does oot
halieve that Bection 97.113(e) prohibits the use of Amateur Radlo stations in cmergency
peeparedneee drills conducted by hospitsds in any ¢vent Bmtmn??ll!m:dnﬁnﬂh
ensure that Ameteur Radio liceases were not helng used for financia] gain® An Amateur

Redie operator that assisks in emergency preprredness drills is not wsing the lcense for
finsmcial gain The fact that an Amaieur Radio gperator pariicipating in dwese drills may

! Sae Standard ENLOZAZ0I, Fationae,

‘R dTCFRE LS.

g 4T CFR. § 1895

T47 CER §97.30)-

T4 0P (74

¥ Se Arendesens of Part 97 af the Commizrion's Bider io provide for the Amotn-Sevellin Service, Dokt
Mo. 19852, Report and Order; 81 FOC 24 480, 22 (1930); Amendment of Part 97 of die Commiztion’s
Rules Goverming the Awatonr Sorvice o Permil Cortaty Awienr Radip Operators 1o Accapt Compewzation
while Traveomilitng Dlemsimr Reliaf Az, 14 FOU Rod 20995, 1) 7 (PEPWT [999) (J990 Oraler™).
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also be & hospital employee does not cosvert the activity into one barrsd by Section
97.113,"" Moreover, Section 97.113 shauld nat be interpreted to prokibit participation in
emergency drills given that it was amended in 1993 1o pamit greater fexibility for
amateur giations snd to allow emabeur operators 1o “facilitate events soch as racss and
parades, to supporl educational activities, lo provide personal communicetions such as
making appointments and ardering food, to collect data for the Nations]l Weather Servioe,
and to provide essistance voluntyrily even whese there are other anthorized radio servicas
available."" Nevertheless, given the interpretation set forth in the Public Notics, AHA
ntspectiully requests a blanket widver of Scotion 97.113 o pormit hospitals sceking Jomt
Commission accreditation lo wilize Armateur Radio operations as part of emergency
preparedness drills pursuant to the joint Cormmission guidelings until the Commission
adopte a fina] order in response o the forthcoming Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that
will seek comment on potential changes o this Section.

M you have any questions reganding this waiver request, please do not besitate to
cortaet the wnderzigned,

Sincerely,

Kot S b s

Kriztin L.. Welgh
Yice President Stralegdc Indtiatives and
Buainess Commounity Lisison

10 S JPRD O a1 ] 9 {peoting that “armwieur radio operitos who alo A emespony pessonns] sopapad
%Mrﬂhfhmwwhhmﬁhmﬁnﬁrmmmﬂmﬂ
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